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step 1.

step 2.

The cost of designed gift bags adds up very 
quickly. Save yourself some extra money 
by creating a fun stenciled tag to be placed 
onto a pre-existing or solid-colored gift 
bag you have lying around your house. You 
won’t believe how easy it is to do so with 
the ScanNCut machine from Brother! 

Stenciled Tag

Julie Fei-Fan Balzer

MATERIALS: 
Brother ScanNCut machine, tag, stencil film, gesso, cosmetic 

sponge, spray inks, wet paper towel

We’re going to use the built-in patterns 

in the machine.  From the home 

screen, choose Pattern

Choose the set of patterns with a flower and then the set of patterns with a 

crown.  Then choose the leaf design.



STENCILED TAG

step 3.
Resize the leaf to the smallest 

possible size.  Hit OK twice.

step 5.

step 4.
Change the number of leaves to 

“6.”  Hit Set.

Choose Add.

step 6.
Once you’ve chosen the leaf again 

and the number “6” again, choose 

the rotate option.  Rotate the leaf 

90 degrees twice (for a total of 180 

degrees).

step 7. Once you’ve lined the 

leaves up exactly as you 

want them, save the file 

for future use.



STENCILED TAG

step 9.

step 8.
From the second page of built-in designs, choose the set of patterns that has 

a little girl on it.  Scroll through the choices until you get to the basket full of 

flowers.

Resize the basket full of flowers to 

the smallest possible size.

step 10.
When you see the pattern pieces, 

choose the one that looks like a 

tulip.

step11.
Change the number of tulips to 

“6.”  Hit Set.



STENCILED TAG

step 12.
Choose Add.  Add two more rows of 6 for a total of 18 tulips.  Once they’re 

arranged in a way that is pleasing to you, be sure to save the design.

step 13.
In order for the stencil film to be 

viewable once scanned in, outline 

the edges with a black pen

step 14.
Load the stencil film into the 

machine. step 15.
From the home screen, choose 

Pattern.

step 16.
Choose Saved Data.  Choose the 

leaf pattern we created earlier.



STENCILED TAG

step 17.
Select the entire pattern.

step 18.
Drag the pattern down to the 

bottom of the screen so that we 

can add another pattern to the 

screen. 

step 19.
Choose Add.  Choose the second design (tulips) that we create earlier.

step 20.
Scan in the stencil film.



STENCILED TAG

step 25.
Using gesso and a cosmetic sponge, dab up and down through the leaf 

stencil onto a tag.

step 26.
Collage a torn piece of a book 

page onto the tag.

step 27.
Spray through the tulip stencil several times, moving the stencil and using 

different colors of spray ink.  Be sure to dry before adding the next layer.



GELLI PRINT

step 28.
Spray with two colors of green through the leaf stencil.  Flip the stencil 

over on the other side of the tag and press the inky stencil to the tag for 

a reverse print.

step 27.
Using gesso and a cosmetic sponge, dab up and down through the tulip 

stencil onto the tag.

STENCILED TAG

step 28.
Spray with two colors of green through the leaf stencil.  Flip the stencil 

over on the other side of the tag and press the inky stencil to the tag for 

a reverse print.

step 29.
Using gesso and a cosmetic sponge, dab up and down through the tulip 

stencil onto the tag.



STENCILED TAG

step 31.
Using a wet paper towel, wipe the tag.  The spray ink should slide off the 

gessoed areas.

step 30.
Spray several different colors onto the top of the tag and tip the tag up to 

the let the colors drip down.  Do each color separately and be sure to dry 

the tag before moving on to the next step.



STENCILED TAG

step 32.
Using teal acrylic paint and a cosmetic sponge, dab up and down through 

the leaf stencil onto the tag.

This project was created from the designer’s perspective.

step 33.
Add some black splatters to the tag by unscrewing the sprayer from a bottle 

of spray ink and tapping it as you hold it over the tag.


